
It is no secret that the winter months cause chaos to the infrastructure of life 

and while you cannot control your train timeliness, there are things you can do 
to prepare yourself and your business to minimise disruption.

As the clocks turn and the days get shorter it pays to plan for the disruption that 
can and does cause interruption to both business and personal life. 

WIND, SNOW, HAIL AND ICE;
ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER?
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Below we have listed three of the biggest ‘winter risks’ for you, 
your business and employees and what you can do to protect 
yourself. 

Driving
Whether you are a regular commuter, a fleet driver or a 
‘parent-taxi’ the chances are you spend at least some time, 
every day, in a car. 

Darker days, heavy rain, hailstorms and snow storms all cause 
reduced visibility driving conditions and severe weather is one 
of the leading causes of accidents in the UK; after distractions, 
speeding and driving under the influence. 

Common sense plays a big part in risk reducing behaviour in 
these circumstances. Here are some additional things you can 
consider:

1. Have you given your vehicle(s) a full winter inspection? 
Typically, this should include considerations such as:
• Has service been maintained?
• Are tyre tread depths within legal range?
• Are tyres inflated to optimal level?
• Are your anti-freeze levels adequate?
• Is your screen wash adequate? There is nothing worse 

than low sunshine, rain and a dirty windscreen. 

2. Are all lights working?
3. Are all your windows and mirrors clean?
4. Are you confident in your eye sight? When did you last 

have a check-up/prescription assessment?
5. In case you get caught out with a breakdown or stuck in 

a snow drift, have you got some essentials in your vehicle? 
Warm coats, blankets, high visibility jackets, a spade and 
plenty of water are just some of the things that could 
make a difference to you in severe circumstances. 

Business Disruption
Keep you and your employees safe and your business 
effective during the winter months. Propensity for disruption in 
all forms increases significantly with decreasing temperatures; 
slips trips and falls, staff sickness, burst pipes, snowed-in 
employees and power outages are just some of the potential 
factors that can wreak havoc in the commercial world. 

Here are some additional things you can consider:

1. Now is the time, if you haven’t already, to consider a risk 
assessment on your business geography and practices. A 
comprehensive risk assessment will include factors such 
as:
• Lighting around your office building; 
• The availability of salt to grit pathways;
• Do you have backup power/heating generators?
• Business activities and core requirements, e.g. does 

you business rely heavily on drivers?

2. Does you Company offer a flu voucher scheme?
3. Do you have an office protocol of what people can expect 

and what is expected of them during severe weather? 

Setting expectations  is key in ensuring business continuity. 
Consideration should include:

• Office location – what are the roads like? Are they            
accessed by salt gritters. 

• Office heating – does your office have back up 
• heating and electricity facilities? What happens in the 

event that either/both of these fail?
• Laptop and phone allocation in the event of severe    

weather

Property 
Whether you are a home owner, tenant or landlord, it is in your 
interest to make sure your property(ies) are ship shape before 
cold takes hold. High winds, freezing temperatures and snow 
drifts can all cause damage, inconvenience and even illness. 
Here are some action points for you to consider to keep you 
and your property safe. 

1. Have you had your roof checked and removed and/or 
fixed loose tiles, slates and guttering?

2. Have you had your guttering cleared? Clogging up the 
guttering with leaves can result in water leaking into the 
roof and sides of your house. 

3. If you are going away, leave your heating on at least 14 
degrees to prevent pipes from freezing. 

4. Have you had your boiler serviced recently?
5. Are all your vulnerable pipes and loft insulated with good 

quality laggings?

For a quarter of the year EVERY year these risks become valid. 
It pays to plan!

Consort are always happy to discuss your risk management 
procedures and help you ensure you have a comprehensive 
insurance solution for all your insurance needs. Please feel free 
to get in touch on advice@consortinusrance.com
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